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A reliable, robust communication system is not only essential in creating a safe working
environment in mines but provides the vital link in life and death situations. The Miner’s Act of
2006 mandates that within a three-year period, all mining operations within the United States
should provide a reliable two-way communication between miners working underground with
personnel monitoring the safety of workers from above ground locations. The Miner’s Act of
2006 goes one step further in mandating that all mines should install electronic systems to
track the location of miners working below ground. This white paper provides an overview of
all communication technologies available today to meet the US government mandate and
introduces an inexpensive communication platform for the mining industry that unifies all
modes of communications with an electronic location tracking system.
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